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TECHNICAL DOCUMENTATION

**Please note that program and agency documents (xxprog.txt and xxagen.txt) intended to accompany this Technical Documentation
are year-specific. While this document covers all years (1993-present), the program and agency documents each cover only a single
year.

The Consolidated Federal Funds Report (CFFR) is a presentation of Federal Government expenditures or
obligations in state, county, and subcounty areas of the United States. U.S. Outlying Areas and the District
of Columbia are included. The data were obtained from information systems that exist in various Federal
Government agencies. These data have been consolidated and tabulated in a standard format.

This documentation consists of the following materials:

Attachment 1 Abstract
Attachment 2 Filename Conventions
Attachment 3 Data File - ASCII Text Fixed Format (subcounty detail)
Attachment 4 Data File - Comma-delimited Format (subcounty detail)
Attachment 5 Program Identification File
Attachment 6 Federal Agency Code File
Attachment 7 Geographic Presentation and Coding in the CFFR
Attachment 8 Object Codes and Program Identification Codes

NOTE

Questions about the subject matter should be directed to Federal Programs Branch, Governments Division,
Bureau of the Census, Washington, D.C. 20233-6800. Phone (301) 763-1565. Email:
govs.cffr@census.gov



ATTACHMENT 1

ABSTRACT

TYPE OF FILE:
Summary statistics, unit of observation is each Federal government expenditure or obligation.
UNIVERSE DESCRIPTION:

The universe is Federal Government expenditures or obligations in state, county, and subcounty areas
of the United States. U.S. Outlying Areas and the District of Columbia are included.

SUBJECT-MATTER DESCRIPTION:

Data were obtained from Federal government agencies. The CFFR covers Federal expenditures or
obligations for the following categories: direct payments for retirement and disability, other direct
payments, grants, procurement contracts, salaries and wages, direct loans, guaranteed or insured loans,
and insurance. Dollar amounts reported represent either actual expenditures or obligations.

The Internet data release consists of these types of files:

CFFR Data Files give the FIPS geographic codes, state abbreviated name, county name, place name,
population, congressional district code, program identification code, object/assistance type code,
agency code, and amount in whole dollars. For each unique FIPS code, all programs are listed and for
each program, all records with different object categories are listed.

CFFR Program Identification File contains program identification codes and their respective program
titles.

CFFR Federal Agency File contains four-digit (FIPS-95) codes identifying specific agencies.

GEOGRAPHIC COVERAGE:

State, county and subcounty areas of the United States and U.S. Outlying Areas and the District of
Columbia.

RELATED PRINTED REPORTS:

Federal Aid to States (1998-present)

Federal Expenditures by State (1981-1997)

Consolidated Federal Funds Report - State and County Areas (1998-present)

Consolidated Federal Funds Report - County Areas (1983-1997)




ATTACHMENT 2

FILENAME CONVENTIONS

The CFFR data take up approximately 45 megabytes of storage. The data are available as a single file and as
individual files for each "state", as defined below. The individual files can be downloaded one at a time or as
a single archive. All files have a common naming convention - yycffxx.zip. The "yy" is replaced by the last
two digits of the desired year, "cff" stands for CFFR, and "xx"is replaced by either a two-character state
postal abbreviation or some descriptive combination of characters. The filenames are all in lowercase
characters.

yycffcom.zip contains a single zipped file of CFFR data. This archive expands into yycffcom.txt. See
Attachment 3 for the record layout.

yycffind.zip contains the CFFR data in 60 subfiles, one for each U.S. state, one for the District of Columbia,
five for outlying areas, and one for all records coded at "United States Undistributed." The subfiles created
by the expansion of this archive will have the names yycffal.txt for Alabama data, yycfftx.txt for Texas data,
etc. See Attachment 3 for the record layout.

The subfiles can be downloaded individually. When doing so, the names follow the convention yycffxx.zip.
The file with U.S. Undistributed records has "us" for the state abbreviation. Federal monies that cannot be
distributed geographically are coded to this "state." Each of these archives contains two files, with the names
yycffxx.txt and yyeffxx.csv. The record layouts are in Attachments 3 and 4, respectively. The .csv files
should be easier to import into a spreadsheet or data base. The first line contains field names, fields are
separated by commas, and character fields are delimited by quotes ().

There also are two reference files; the program identification file and the agency file. The program
identification file has the name yyprog.txt, and the agency file has a name yyagen.txt. The two files are

used to cross reference all records in the data file.

yyprog.txt contains all program identification codes and names for the fiscal year. See Attachment 5 for the
record layout.

yyagen.txt contains all agency codes and names for the fiscal year. See Attachment 6 for the record layout.

Please note, again, that the program and agency files are year-specific. For example 02agen.txt is intended to
be used with FY 2002 data only.



DATA FILES

Data files contain detailed information at the lowest geographic level (State, County, and Place), by program
identification, object, and agency code. State, county, and place names, along with population and
congressional districts are listed. Amounts shown are in whole dollars. The file comes in two formats:
ASCII text fixed length, and comma-delimited. The record layouts are in Attachments 3 and 4, respectively.



ASCII Text Fixed Format (.DAT)
(Detailed at lowest geographic level)

CFFR DATA FILE RECORD LAYOUT:

Data Element
FIPS Code

State Code

County Code

Place Code
STATE - State Postal Abbreviation
COUNTY - County Name
PLACE - Place Name
POP - Population (zero-filled)
CONG DIST - Congressional District
PROG - Program ID Code
OBIJ - Object Type Code
AGENCY - Agency Code

SIGN - Funding Sign

AMOUNT - Funding Amount (zero-filled)

ATTACHMENT 3

DATA FILE

Field Size

1

whn WO

24

24

34

This file is sorted by FIPS Code (State/County/Place).

Record Positions

1-10
1-2

3-5
6-10
11-12
13-36
37-60
61-69
70-103
104-109
110-111
112-115
116

117-128



Comma-delimited Format (.CSV)
(Detailed at lowest geographic level)

CFFR DATA FILE RECORD LAYOUT:

Data Element

FIPSST - FIPS State Code
FIPSCO - FIPS County Code
FIPSPLAC - FIPS Place Code
STATE - State Postal Abbreviation
COUNTY - County Name
PLACE - Place Name

POP - Population
CONGDIST - Congressional District
PROG ID - Program ID Code
OBJ TYPE - Object Type Code
AGENCY - Agency Code

AMOUNT - Funding Amount

ATTACHMENT 4

DATA FILE

Maximum Length

2

3

24

24

34

13

This file is sorted by FIPS Code (State/County/Place).

Data Type

Character
Character
Character
Character
Character
Character
Numeric

Character
Character
Character
Character

Numeric






























